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Upcoming Events 

Details Inside! 

April 26, 2025: 
Cajon Division Spring Meet 
Messiah Lutheran Church, 6625 Dale St., Buena Park, CA 90621 

May 24 
Tentative Nevada Meet 

June 14 
Tentative Nevada Meet 

July 14-19, 2025: 
 NMRA 2025 National Convention, Station No. VI 
 Sheraton Detroit Novi 

21111 Haggerty Road, Novi, MI 48375 
https://www.nmra2025.com/ 

September 3-6, 2025: 
 PSR 2025-Pacific Southwest Express Convention 
 Hilton Irvine at John Wayne Airport (SNA) 

18800 MacArthur Blvd., Irvine, CA 92612 
www.pacificswexpress.org 
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Hello Cajon Members.  I just returned from the World’s Greatest Hobby Train Show 
in Costa Mesa.  I am pleased to report that the Model Railroad hobby seems to be 
doing great.  The show was extremely crowded on Saturday and there was an abun-
dance of guests on Sunday.  There were two large buildings filled with model rail-
roads.  One held all the vendors and several manufacturers including Lionel, Bach-
mann, Broadway Limited, and Scale Trains.  The second held the modular clubs.  All 
scales were represented from Z scale to G scale.  Everyone appeared to be having a 
great time.    
 
The Cajon Division is sponsoring Layouts of the Cajon Division.  These are home 
model railroad tours presented by Cajon Division members.  If you would like to 
host a tour at your home model railroad, please contact our Division Superinten-
dent, Paul Stoner.  The Cajon Spring Meet is scheduled for April 26 at the Messiah 
Lutheran Church in Buena Park.  Planning for the event is progressing, so I am sure 
you will want to mark your calendars and save the date for the Cajon Spring Meet. 
 
Planning for the 2025 Pacific Southwest Region Annual Convention which will be 
held at the Hilton Irvine - John Wayne Airport is well under way.   The convention, 
“Pacific Southwest Express” is scheduled from September 3 through 6, 2025 and will 
feature modular railroads at the hotel which will include operating sessions, home 
layout tours, prototype tours, home operating sessions, numerous clinics, Celebra-
tion of Models, general interest activities, and an Awards Banquet.  There will be 
opportunities to find something new for your home model railroad from Silent Auc-
tion, Swap Meet, Hobo Auction, or the Vendors Booths.  We are planning four days 
packed with model railroad fun. 
 
Prototype Tours include Los Angeles Union Station and the Southern California Rail-
way Museum.  In addition to the normal fun at the Southern California Railway Mu-
seum, we will be focusing on Santa Fe 5704 which is expected to be there by Sep-
tember.  SCRM will also provide an opportunity for you to drive a diesel engine.  The 
Los Angeles Union Station tour includes a behind the scenes tour of areas not open 
to the public.  The original refurbished ticket counters and the Fred Harvey restau-
rant will be included in the tour. 
 
The convention will end with an Awards Banquet and our guest speaker, Cinthia 
Priest, Editor NMRA Magazine.  The NMRA is celebrating 90 years of service to mod-
el railroad enthusiasts this year.  As an NMRA member, you definitely want to help 
celebrate the 90th anniversary and join in the fun at the Pacific Southwest Express 
convention.  

From the Caboose 

Harold Helland, MMR, Cajon Division Director 
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From the Caboose (Continued) 

Harold Helland, MMR, Cajon Division Director 
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This is my first “From the Brass Hat” column after taking over as your Cajon Division Superintendent at the 
start of this year and I’m still a bit overwhelmed. I’m following in some giant footsteps by previous holders 
of this office. Joel Morse, Dennis Iverson, and others have worked hard to create meaningful experiences 
for the Cajon Division membership. For Joel, I know it was particularly difficult to keep the division relevant 
during the pandemic. I will be working hard to fill the shoes that they left. 
 
Last year was an active year for the Cajon Division with NMRA National Convention in Long Beach as a high 
point for many of us. We also saw successful Spring and Fall Division Meets as well as our monthly mem-
bership open houses. Now, we are preparing for another event-filled year. Many of us attended the Great 
Train Show/Worlds Greatest Hobby Show in Costa Mesa earlier this month. By all reports that I’ve heard, it 
was a huge success. I hope you were able to talk to your favorite manufacturer and visit the many great 
layouts that were there.  
 
Our next Cajon Division event will be the Spring Meet on April 26 at the Messiah Lutheran Church in Buena 
Park. This will be similar to Cajon Meets with a swap meet, clinics, Celebration Room for models, Hobo 
Auction, and membership meeting. I am looking for volunteers to present clinics. Even if you have given a 
clinic at a past convention or you would like to update a clinic presented at a past meet, please volunteer 
to present it again. If you are interested in presenting a clinic, please contact me at Super-
intedent@CajonDivision.org 
 
I would like to encourage everyone attending the Spring Meet to enter a model in the Celebration of Mod-
els Room. Whether it’s a model that you would like to have evaluated for the Achievement Program or just 
to place a model on display, we would like to see your work. I know everyone has those models that they 
are particularly pleased with, so bring them in and show off your work! Everyone that enters a model in the 
Celebration Room will receive a sheet of tickets for the Hobo Auction. The Board of Directors has just ap-
proved new evaluation guidelines to help improve the consistency of model evaluation. Whether or not 
you enter a model, I also like to encourage you to be a model evaluator. I know from my own experience 
that evaluation of other modelers work has made me a better modeler. If you would like more information 
on becoming an evaluator, contact Carl Heimberger or Mike Allee in the Celebration Room. 
 
We had seven layouts of the Layouts of the Cajon Division Open Houses in 2023 and four in 2024. These 
were very popular with the membership, and I will be continuing that program in 2025. So, I’m looking for 
layout owners to host an open house in the coming year. Your layout doesn’t need to be a work of art, you 
just need to be interested in showing off your work. The Cajon Division will provide up to $50.00 to reim-
burse you for food and drinks that you might serve. If you are interested in hosting on open house, contact 
me at Superintendent@CajonDivision.org and we will work out a date.  
 
This year the Cajon Division will be hosting the Pacific Southwest Region regional convention in September. 
The Pacific Southwest Express Convention will be held at the Irvine Hilton Hotel from September 3 – 6, 
2025. More detailed information is available elsewhere in this newsletter. I am also looking for members 
with home layouts to open their layouts to convention attendees. If you think you would like to participate 
in the convention layout tour contact me at Superintendent@CajonDivision.org and we will work out a 
schedule that is best for your situation.  

From the Brass Hat 

Paul Stoner, Cajon Division Superintendent 

mailto:superintendent@cajondivision.org
mailto:superintendent@cajondivision.org
mailto:superintendent@cajondivision.org
mailto:superintendent@cajondivision.org
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Finally, I would like to thank all the members of the Cajon Division that voted for me to take on the office 
of Superintendent. I am still struggling a bit to fill the shoes of the past Superintendent, but I will be work-
ing hard to continue to make the Cajon Division a valuable resource for the membership.  

From the Brass Hat (continued) 

Paul Stoner, Cajon Division Superintendent 

Layouts of  the Cajon Division 

Call for Member Layouts 

Paul Stoner, Cajon Division Superintendent 

We had seven Layouts of the Cajon Division Open Houses in 2023 and four in 2024, and we want to contin-
ue to schedule these events, which have been well attended and enjoyed by the membership. We need 
more layouts to feature in 2025. 
 
We are looking for layout owners to join in the fun and host an open house next year. Your layout does not 
have to be the “finished article”, you just have to be interested in showing your fellow members what you 
have been working on and spending a few hours talking about model railroading. In fact, input from visi-
tors at your Open House may provide you with some new ideas and tricks! The Cajon Division will provide 
up to $50.00 to reimburse you for food and drinks that you might serve. If you are interested in hosting an 
Open House and showing us what you have been doing, please contact me and we’ll work out a date that 
works for you. Email Paul Stoner at superintendent@cajondivision.org. 

Pacific Southwest Express Convention 

Call for Member Layouts 

Paul Stoner, Cajon Division Superintendent 

One of the highlights of any NMRA convention is visiting the home layouts of other modelers. Planners for 
the 2025 Pacific Southwest Express Convention in Irvine during September 3 – 6, 2025 are looking for indi-
viduals to open their home layouts to attendees of the convention. 
 
If you would like to share the experience of the convention with your fellow modelers, we’re ready to in-
clude you in the convention fun. Your layout doesn’t have to look like those in your favorite magazine, you 
just have to be interested in showing your fellow modeler what you have been working on and in spending 
a few hours talking about model railroading. In fact, input from visitors to your layout may provide you 
with some new ideas and tricks! If you are interested in having your layout included in the convention lay-
out tour and showing others what you are working on, contact Paul Stoner at : 
superintendent@cajondivision.org. 

mailto:superintendent@cajondivision.org
mailto:superintendent@cajondivision.org
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Greetings All!!! Rudy Spano, the PSR Regional Membership Chair has sent out the following message to all 
the Divisions in PSR. It includes important information on how to keep your current information updated. 

 

Keeping Your Membership Info Up To Date 

By keeping your NMRA Membership Info current, you guarantee that you will receive all email correspond-

ence, Newsletters, etc., from the NMRA National Office, the Pacific Southwest Region and your local Divi-

sion.  Adding your phone number if you haven’t already done so, allows for a more personal outreach by 

the Division Membership Chairs. 

A Request for a change to your Membership Info must be made by you on the NMRA Website.  No one else 

can change your Membership Information, even if you request changes be made to Division Regional per-

sonnel. 

In order to change your Membership Information, log on to the NMRA.org website with your username or 

email address and your unique password. 

On the home page on the blue Navigation Bar, click on Membership.  Scroll down to the last menu choice, 

Request for Membership Info Changes, click on that choice.  Complete and submit the form to request 

changes to your Membership Info.   

If you have trouble completing and submitting the Change form, please contact Pat Rogan, Cajon Division 
Membership Chair for help at: 

membership@cajondivision.org  

Notes from the Chief Clerk 

Gary Stenberg, Cajon Division Chief Clerk 

mailto:membership@cajondivision.org
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The Backshop 

Gary Butts, MMR, Cajon Division AP Chairman 

Check out the March 2025 Issue of the NMRA Magazine for an article titled 
“Small Layout Operations” by Gary Butts on page 16. It explains, in detail, opera-
tions on his Gary & Sandy Railroad and K.J. Lumber Extension. 
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In January, I hosted a tour of my home layout, the Western Continental. In February, Paul Mickelson host-
ed a Hobo gathering at his home layout, the Middling Creek Railroad. See photos from both events else-
where in this edition. We are working on two other potential upcoming meets on May 24 and June 14. 
They have not been finalized as of yet, but keep the dates open on your calendars. Flyers will be sent out 
to the Division with specific details once scheduling is complete. 
 
 
Westside Trains in Las Vegas New YouTube Video 
Check it out! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVPnaCUwvLI 

What’s Happening in Nevada? 

Craig McCormick, Asst. Superintendent-NV 

Dan Moran has signed off as our Web and Social Media Chair, and we thank his for his service. The role has 
been split, with Kurt Matthews taking over the Web portion and Joel Morse the Social Media aspect. A new 
look website is in the making and Kurt is  being trained by Dan and taking tutorials on the new hosting soft-
ware from Joomla.  

New Web and Social Media Chairs 

Kurt Matthews, Publications/Web Chair 

Call for Spring Meet Clinicians 

Paul Stoner, Cajon Division Superintendent 

A great way to share some of what your know with your fellow members and earn some points towards 
your Volunteer or Author AP Certification would be to present at Clinic at the Buena Park Event in April 
2025. If you are interested, contact Paul Stoner at  superintendent@cajondivision.org. Subjects can be: 
 

3D Printing, Laser Cutting and Other Computer Modeling Methods 
Achievement Programs and Standards Setting 
DCC, LCC, Wiring & Other Electronics 
Layout Design and Construction 
Layout Operations 
Modeling Techniques and Ideas 
Prototype Railroads History 
Any Other Areas of Interest 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VVPnaCUwvLI
mailto:superintendent@cajondivision.org
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Craig McCormick graciously opened up his HO Scale Western Continental Layout for a Cajon Division  tour 
in Las Vegas on January 11. The event was a packed house with over 30 people, including 5 NMRA mem-
bers in attendance. NMRA member Paul Mickelson conducted a mini clinic on adding aluminum tubing to 
plastic apertures and making trees.  A lot of good discussion on modeling topics was had. 
 
This freelance two deck layout is inspired by the steam to diesel transition era up to the 1960’s, running 
multiple road names such as Santa Fe, Union Pacific, Southern Pacific, Burlington and Northern Pacific. 
These railroads covered the western United States from Chicago to Seattle and New Orleans to San Diego. 
The layout is still in the construction phase and techniques of construction can be observed. All track is in 
place with more structures planned and much work to do on scenery and ballasting. Multiple structures 
were built by the host and are mostly AMB and Bar Mills Kits purchased through estate sales, model rail-
road swap meets or online. When another builder is known, the structure is labeled with credit to them. 
The layout is 2/3 complete.  Photos of the event and layout are on the following pages. 
 
Many thanks to Craig for sponsoring this event! 

Western Continental 

Nevada Layout Tour Event 
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Western Continental 

Nevada Layout Tour Event Photos 
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Western Continental 

Layout Photos 

Overall View 

Left Side Upper Deck 
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Western Continental 

Layout Photos 

Middle Upper Deck 

Right Side Upper and Lower Decks 
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On February 15, 2025, Paul Mickelson held a Hobo Train Meeting at his HO Scale Middling Creek Railroad.  
It is a large double deck layout, and includes a steel mill. Here are photos of the event. Big thanks to Paul 
for hosting such a fun gathering. 

Las Vegas Hobo’s Train Meeting Photos 
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Las Vegas Hobo’s Train Meeting Photos 
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The World’s Greatest Hobby Train Show was held at the Orange County Fairgrounds in Costa Mesa, CA on 
February 15 and 16. The Cajon Division was represented by a recruitment table located in the Layouts 
Building and staffed by division volunteers on both days. Members also were engaged in modular layout 
displays from the Orange County Modular Railroaders (HO Scale) and Orange County Ngineers (N Scale). 

Worlds Greatest Hobby Train Show 

Kurt Matthews, Publications/Web Chair 

Left to Right: Paul Lambert, Mona 
Raymer, Steve Cole and Paul Raymer 

NMRA Table 

OC Ngineers Modular Layout 

See https://ocngineers.weebly.com/shows.html 

Paul Stoner, Cajon Superintendent 

OCMR Modular Layout, See https://ocmr.us/ 

Allen Kershaw Brandyn Simmering Left to Right: Carl Heimberger 
and Travis Heimberger 

https://ocngineers.weebly.com/shows.html
https://ocmr.us/
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Thank You 
 
A big thanks to outgoing Cajon Division Web/Social Media Chair Dan Moran for his years and service to the 
Division. Dan has been very helpful in tutoring me on taking over the Order Board publishing and expand-
ing my duties to include sending out the Cajon emails and managing the website. We are still in the process 
of transitioning the website into a new operating software that will greatly improve its functionality. 
 
Bridge Line Historical Society 
 
As I mentioned in previous issues, I am a fan of the Delaware & Hudson Railroad, especially the diesel era 
immediately preceding Conrail in 1976. That era was rich in diverse power such as Alco road switchers, GE 
U-Boats, Baldwin Sharks and Alco PAs (4 ex-Santa Fe units that used to run passengers from Los Angeles to 
San Diego). The Bridge Line Historical Society is the official historical society for the railroad, and I am a 
member. The Society publishes a black and white newsletter monthly. It contains historical information of 
past years along with articles on current rail operations in New York, New England and Pennsylvania. Their 
website is: https://bridge-line.org/ . If you are interested, check it out. 
 
Feature Articles 
 
I plan to author feature articles within the Order Board on places to visit, prototype information and mod-
elling subjects. Last issue I wrote about my visit to the California State Railroad Museum. This issue I in-
clude a short article on the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum. I have other subjects to write about, and can al-
so publish articles I wrote for the Bridge Line Historical Society. Hopefully, they will be of interest to some 
of you. In that light, if you have material you would like to have published and shared with the Cajon Mem-
bership, send it my way (editor@cajondivison.org). It can even be just a rough draft and I would be happy 
to edit it for grammar and spelling (not that my own is that infallible). 
 
 

Interesting Find on You Tube 
 
In my constant poking around You Tube, I found an interesting hour long video from Mike Osborne. Mike  
is a recently retired SP/UP employee, who served in the greater LA area for over 40 years. I had the pleas-
ure of teaming with Mike for the Surfliner Convention  tour to GEMCO yard, and he also gave a clinic on 
the SP at the convention. He has a wealth of detailed knowledge. The video I found is of him relating a typi-
cal trip on the SP from Taylor Yard in LA to Bakersfield in the late 1970’s/early 1980’s. It was released 
roughly a year ago. Check it out here: 
 
“A Young Brakeman’s Journey on SP’s LABRF” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6ISFTrDvqU 
 
 
 
 

The Editor’s Column 

Kurt Matthews, Publications/Web Chair 

https://bridge-line.org/
mailto:editor@cajondivision.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6ISFTrDvqU
https://lasvegastrainworld.com/
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Let’s welcome our new members since December 2024: 

December: 

• Ricky Guinn, Henderson, NV 

January: 

• Ian Dews, Bishop, CA 
• Erin Dews, Bishop, CA 
• Robert Sibley, Henderson, NV 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cajon Division communicates with its members by e-
mail. If your email address is not on file with the NMRA 
you are missing valuable communications from the Cajon 
Division. 
To update your email with the NMRA go to nmra.org, and 
in the upper left hand corner, login to the Member Log-In 
Registration (if you have not registered on the NMRA 
website you will need to register). Once logged in, in the 
upper left hand corner, click on Member Info. Above your 
user name click on Edit and then update your email ad-
dress in the space provided and save your changes. Now 
you should start receiving email messages from the Cajon 
division. If that might be too difficult for you can contact 
me at membership@cajondivision.org and I will have the 
NMRA office update your email for you. 

Membership Report 

Patrick Rogan, Membership Chair 

mailto:membership@cajondivision.org
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Cajon Division Spring Meet Model Awards 

Mike Alee, Contest Chair 

There are two ways in which one can enter an item in the Celebration Room, as an item for evaluation, us-
ing NMRA guidelines, with the possibility of receiving a Merit Award, or as an item entered for “Display” 
and not to be evaluated. A Merit Award is one step in earning the title of Master Model Railroader 
(MMR®).  All items in the Celebration Room are automatically entered into the People’s Choice Award cat-
egory. 
 
Some of the categories may only have one, two or no entries.  A modeler could have received a certificate 
for first, second or third place, possibly a Merit Award, if they had entered a model. Do you have models 
that would place in the categories, but you’re a little apprehensive about showing your skills to fellow 
modelers?  At the division meet it’s just modelers of the local area.  The models are identified by number, 
the modeler’s name doesn’t appear.  The only time a name would be associated with the model is when a 
modeler receives an award for their modeling ability.  A personally proud  moment. 
 
A revised set of contest rules has been adopted by the Cajon Division Board and are posted in this edition. 
No significant changes except for emphasis on it being an ‘evaluated’ event rather than a ‘judged’ event 
with the goal being to solicit more participation. The purpose of the event is for model builders not to be 
pressured into competition with other models, but to be used as a learning experience for individual skills. 

“One man’s trash is another man’s treasure” seems like the perfect reason for every model railroad swap 
meet since the beginning of time. But it also applies to the items that appear for bid at our Cajon Division 
Hobo Auctions, which next takes place at our upcoming 2025 Spring Meet in April. 
 
Many members don’t realize that every item that appears in the Hobo Auction was donated by a Cajon Di-
vision member or local hobby shop. Our Hobo Auction supplies of donated items are getting very low, and 
we need your unneeded model railroad supplies to the Cajon Division, so we can continue this tradition. 
 
Every one of us has bought and stored items that we know we will never use, not on the current layout and 
not on the next layout, because our model railroading focus, need, or interest has changed. These items 
are cluttering up our limited storage space. Sure, you could wait until you get around to selling your items 
at swap meet after swap meet until it’s gone or you can just donate the items to the Cajon Division. 
 
The Cajon Division (and the PSR) are 501(c)(3) Charitable Organizations under the IRS and California tax 
codes and therefore you may be able to take a tax deduction for the items you donate. When you donate 
items to the Cajon Division, we provide you with a receipt for your taxes. 
 
If you have items to donate for our upcoming April Spring Meet, contact me directly at 
donations@cajondivision.org and arrange to donate your items to the Cajon Division. Thank you in ad-
vance for your generosity! 

Call for Model Railroad Donations 

Brian Neely, Cajon Division Donations Chair 

mailto:donations@cajondivision.org
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One bookkeeping note from the Editor. The links within do not work as some file ‘gymnastics’ were needed 
to copy the information into the Order Board. You can copy/paste the links into your internet browser in-
stead. 

Model Contest Rules 

Adopted February 10, 2025 
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Model Contest Rules 

Adopted February 10, 2025 
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Model Contest Rules 

Adopted February 10, 2025 
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Model Contest Rules 

Adopted February 10, 2025 
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Model Contest Rules 

Adopted February 10, 2025 
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Model Contest Rules 

Adopted February 10, 2025 
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Model Entry Form 

NMRA Form 901 
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Model Contest Judges Score Sheet 

PSR Version Form 902 
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Pacific Southwest Express 

PSR 2025 Convention 

PSR 2025 Convention 
September 3 thru 6, 2025 
Hilton Irvine – John Wayne Airport 
www.pacificswexpress.org 
 

The Pacific Southwest Express planning is well under way and the convention will have something for eve-
ryone. 
 
Do you like to see home model railroads to learn how the owner has accomplished something that you 
like?  Do you like to learn new ideas from the home model railroad owners?  If yes, we will have numerous 
home model railroads to visit and learn directly from the owner.  Many of the home model railroads will be 
self-drive, (you can team up with a friend) and one guided tour of home model railroads.  We will have sev-
eral modular railroads set up at the convention for viewing and learning something new. 
 
Do you like Operating Sessions?  We have four home model railroads committed to run operating sessions 
and one modular club that will run operating sessions at the Convention Center. 
 
The Pacific Southwest Express will offer several opportunities to acquire something new for your model 
railroad.  Several vendors are planning to set up at the convention which will provide the opportunity to 
purchase the latest in model railroading.  Of course, we will have the Hobo Auction and Swap Meet to al-
low you to decide which items you cannot live without.  Another new feature will be a Silent Auction which 
will allow attendees to decide how much they would like to pay to add something new to their collection. 
 
Clinics are always a big hit among attendees.  Our clinics will provide historical information, knowledge on 

building all phases of a model railroad, and prototype information.   We are planning for over 80 clinics 

presented by modelers, historians, manufacturers and MMRs with the most popular being presented 

twice.  Stephen Priest will present a clinic on the restoration of SF 5704, an SD45-2, to the 1976 paint 

scheme.  He will also discuss the process for moving a new model from an idea through planning, produc-

tion and finally to distribution.  We will all learn the importance of the Pre-Order portion of the process.  In 

total, 294 requests for a clinic have been sent to previous presenters. I am sure you will find some clinics 

that will be of interest to you.  

If you like Prototype Tours, we have something for you.  The Southern California Railway Museum has the 
West’s largest collection of railway locomotives, passenger cars, street cars, and interurban electric cars.  
The tour will include SF 5704, which was refurbished to the 1976 paint scheme.  If you always wanted to 
drive a diesel engine, this tour will provide the opportunity. 
 
(continued) 
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Pacific Southwest Express 

PSR 2025 Convention (cont.) 

The Los Angeles Union Station is the main railway station in Los Angeles and the largest railroad passenger 

terminal in the Western United States.  This is a behind the scenes tour that includes the historic ticket 

counter and the original Fred Harvey Restaurant.  Los Angeles Union Station is included on the National 

Register of Historical Places.  

Celebration of Models is always my favorite portion of our conventions.  We will include all the “normal” 
categories for viewing and evaluation.  In addition, there will be a special contest for a one square foot 
model.  The model must be no larger than one foot square and not over two feet high.  The model must 
include track and/or a freight car.  Photographs and Arts and Crafts will also be included in the model con-
test. 
 
We will end the convention with an Awards Banquet and our Keynote Speaker,  Cinthia Priest, Senior Edi-
tor NMRA Magazine.  Since 2025 is the 90the Anniversary of the NMRA, I am sure Cinthia will include some 
of the key events in the development of the NMRA.   She may also hit the highlights of her Destination 
MMR articles. 
 
It is time to reunite with model railroad friends and associates.  We will include plenty of general interest 
activities for spouses.  Come and join us for an interesting, knowledgeable and fun four days at the Pacific 
Southwest Express convention September 3 through 6, 2025 at the Hilton Irvine.  Register at 
www.pacificswexpress.org. 
 
Harold Helland, MMR 
Chairman, Pacific Southwest Express 
 

Register Now for the Convention and Reserve a Hotel Room 
www.pacificswexpress.org 

http://www.pacificswexpress.org
http://www.pacificswexpress.org
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Pacific Southwest Express Convention 

Calls for Clinics 

We are looking for individuals to present clinics at the PSR 2025 Pacific Southwest Express Convention Sep-

tember 3-6, 2025, at the Irvine Hilton which is across the street from John Wayne Airport. If you are inter-

ested in showing others your model railroad knowledge we want you. Suggested topic areas are:  

3D Printing, Laser Cutting and Other Computer Modeling Methods 
Achievement Programs and Standards Setting 
DCC, LCC, Wiring & Other Electronics 
Layout Design and Construction 
Layout Operations 
Modeling Techniques and Ideas 
Prototype Railroads History 
Any Other Areas of Interest 

 
If you are interested in presenting a clinic at the PSR 2025 Pacific Southwest Express Convention, we re-
quest that you complete the online form, for each clinic proposal, as soon as possible. You can find the 
form using the link at >  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEkTYilnT677hBO3XrZXqtWYvCl8wqyRU_Q7T9K6RUEJDEfw/
viewform?usp=sharing 
 
If you have any questions or problems, please contact us at pacificswexpress@gmail.com 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEkTYilnT677hBO3XrZXqtWYvCl8wqyRU_Q7T9K6RUEJDEfw/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEkTYilnT677hBO3XrZXqtWYvCl8wqyRU_Q7T9K6RUEJDEfw/viewform?usp=sharing
mailto:pacificswexpress@gmail.com
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Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

Kurt Matthews, Publications/Web Chair 

I visited the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum in May 2024. It was originally called the Arden Trolley Museum, 

but has seen substantial growth in size and equipment in recent years resulting in a name change. It is lo-

cated southwest of Pittsburgh, PA in the town of Washington, PA (pronounced “Little Woorshington” in the 

local vernacular as opposed to “Big” Washington DC). The museum contains primarily trolleys and related 

maintenance equipment from Pennsylvania and Ohio. In the early 1900s, western Pennsylvania was laced 

with trolley lines to serve not only the working mill employees around Pittsburgh, but also included lines 

through the coal and coke region of Fayette and Westmoreland counties. The area contained many mines 

and related beehive coke ovens that processed the raw coal into coke for the steel making process. The 

coke was then shipped to the steel mills in Pittsburgh. Pittsburgh and its surrounding county, Allegheny, 

was served by Pittsburgh Railways whereas Fayette and Westmoreland counties were served by West Penn 

Railways. Prior to the local folks owning autos, this was the primary transportation between all the small 

mine towns (called patches) and centers of shopping and entertainment. Most of these lines disappeared 

in the 1950s, although the current T Light Rail Transit line in the Pittsburgh South Hills is a descendant of 

the original Pittsburgh Railways. Many books have been published on these lines and Morning Sun Books 

had published a number of their Color Guides for each. 

The museum is located along an active rail branch of the Pittsburgh and Ohio Central Railroad. This line is a 

direct descendant of the Pennsylvania Railroad Chartiers Branch which ran from Little Washington to Pitts-

burgh. It was active into Penn Central and Conrail until being sold to short line operators. In my  research I 

found the following link to an S-scale model railroad layout site that not only gives the history of that line, 

but also talks about the layout owner’s modeling progress. It is found here: https://www.pmrr.org/

index.php 

Pittsburgh Railways did operate interurbans from Washington, PA to Pittsburgh along a similar route. In the 

past year, the museum opened a brand new visitor center where you can board trolleys for rides. Infor-

mation can be found here: https://pa-trolley.org/ 

If you are in the western Pennsylvania, West Vir-

ginia or southeast Ohio areas, it is worth a visit. 

All photos take within were by me and can be 

used without restriction. I have included photos 

on the following pages. 

 

Pittsburgh Railways Car 4398 Built 1917 

https://www.pmrr.org/index.php
https://www.pmrr.org/index.php
https://pa-trolley.org/
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Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

 

 

Monongahela Railroad Caboose 73 Built 1949 

Rio De Janeiro Car 1758 Built 1911 
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Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 

 

 

Pittsburgh Railways PCC Car 1711 Built 1949 

Pittsburgh Railways Maintenance Car M283 Built  1929 
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Cajon Spring Meet Flyer 
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https://www.nmra2025.com/ 

https://www.nmra2025.com/
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Grouper NMRA Membership 

Dues Benefit 
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Support Your Local Hobby Store 

We like to support local hobby stores when we can. So, we have included a list of local shops for your use. 

 

 

 

The NMRA has negotiated discounts from several companies that are listed in the NMRA Magazine and 
on the NMRA Website, including a company called Daylight Sales. If you order items from them or any 
other of the companies on the list, remember to ask for the NMRA Discount. 

Arnie's Model Trains & 

Milepost 38 Toy Trains 

Arnie’s Hours: Monday - Saturday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Milepost 38 Hours: Monday - Saturday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

Arnie’s Trains |arniesmodeltrains.com | (714) 893-1015 
Milepost 38 Toy Trains | milepost38.com | (714) 892-9471 

6462 Industry Way, Westminster, CA 92683 

RailMaster Hobbies 

Tuesday - Saturday 10:00am - 6:00pm 

Sunday 12:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

railmasterhobbies.com 
(562) 867-5627 

9812 Belmont St., Bellflower, CA 90706 

Follow us at: 

facebook.com/railmasterhobbies 
X (formerly Twitter): @RMHobbies 

The Original Whistle Stop 

Monday - Saturday 10:00 am- 5:00 pm 

Sunday 11:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

thewhistlestop.com 
(626) 796-7791 

2490 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91107 

 
Westside Trains and Hobbies 

Monday - Saturday 11:00am - 5:00pm 

westsidetrains.com 
(702) 254-9475 

2960 S. Durango, #117, Las Vegas, NV 89117 

http://www.arniesmodeltrains.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016cPpPUD7ATKF2ePKqptGXhvEu1S6MrCl_8uxz1QT9IC6UVQGvs6bitanEWXp8BYtMejG9aurSNUYzCDbpM429Muh3NkAYjUJ7qRhFufcORrTWAhU3vijJNatUP1yaRZSt8vwrsNY_AgNfd3wuGU-qqx_TXHSAT2dlKZAdOifYdc=&c=HsQDdDJlJw6AbW6CNRiLphdiqaNoQrkKeQpS8uFKrBl8WLYaqPSAt
http://www.railmasterhobbies.com
http://www.facebook.com/railmasterhobbies
http://www.railmasterhobbies.com
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Support Your Local Hobby Store 

We like to support local hobby stores when we can. So, we have included a list of local shops for your use. 

 

The NMRA has negotiated discounts from several companies that are listed in the NMRA Magazine and 
on the NMRA Website, including a company called Daylight Sales. If you order items from them or any 
other of the companies on the list, remember to ask for the NMRA Discount.  

Las Vegas Trainworld 

Monday - Thursday 10:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Friday - Saturday 10:00 am - 9:00 pm 

Sunday 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
 

lasvegastrainworld.com 
 (702) 268-8276 

9440 W. Sahara Ave., #150. Las Vegas, NV 89117 

https://lasvegastrainworld.com/
https://lasvegastrainworld.com/

