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This is a supplemental edition of The Order Board focused on my recent trip to the Western Pacific Railroad 
Museum in Portola, CA. Portola is a one hour drive northwest of the Reno International Airport. The muse-
um is located on the Union Pacific right of way that was previously the Western Pacific’s mainline from Sac-
ramento, CA to Salt Lake City, UT. UP purchased the WP in 1981. The current right of way is used primarily 
for westbound manifest trains as the westbound grades are gentler than the nearby ex-SP transcontinental 
line. Amtrak and UP stack trains are routed via the ex-SP. I saw two westbound UP manifest trains in a sin-
gle day along with a westbound stack train with all BNSF power. I have no idea if this was a trackage rights 
train or a detour, perhaps turning north at the Keddie Wye towards the BNSF Gateway Subdivision 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gateway_Subdivision) to Oregon. 
 
The museum is housed within the ex-WP engine shop. Portola was a crew change stop. It looked like the 
UP still uses Portola for crew changes. Most of the equipment is stored outside, so be prepared for a lot of 
walking, take plenty of water and wear appropriate clothing including a hat. It is blazing hot in the summer. 
There is a stand along the right of way that allows you to get above the fence line to take photos of the 
main. However, when I was there in August, it was swarming with wasps. I braved it anyway in short pants 
and short sleeves and they did not bother me, but they are also over all the outdoor equipment. 
 
Inside the engine shop are about a half dozen locomotives and a passenger car on display. You can walk 
thru the passenger car, it is an ex-UP business car. The shop also has a number of stalls that are specific to 
carpentry, metal work and upholstery. Everything is accessible. There is also and air-conditioned gift shop. 
What was impressive about the gift shop was the amount of books, maps, track diagrams, equipment ros-
ters and other detailed information for sale specific to the WP. 
 
The museum also offers visitors train rides and running locomotives on the weekends. I was there on a 
weekday, so no rides or running  for me. There is a balloon track within the museum for the rides, which 
are in restored cabooses from various roads. The rides do not extend out to the UP main. 
 
Visitors are allowed to climb on most of the equipment, such as locomotives to look inside the cabs. The 
locomotive collection is primarily diesel with only a single steam engine. There are plenty of various freight 
cars, passenger cars, cabooses and maintenance of way equipment including a snow plow, rotary snow 
blower and a large crane with tender. 
 
Portola is a small town with limited hotel and dining options. There are various golf resorts in the nearby 
area. The museum is closed from October to May except for some select weekends around Halloween and 
Christmas. The museum website has a detailed explanation of each piece of equipment and its history. 
 
I enjoyed my visit despite the hot sun. Expect to spend the afternoon looking at all the exhibits. 
 
https://www.wplives.org/ 

The Editor’s Column 

Kurt Matthews, Publications Chair 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gateway_Subdivision
https://www.wplives.org/
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Diesel Locomotives 

Kodachrome 
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Diesel Locomotives 

https://lasvegastrainworld.com/
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Steam Locomotive 

https://lasvegastrainworld.com/
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Passenger Cars 

From Right to Left: Clock, 

Speedometer, Air Brake Gauge 

(Red Dial: Cylinder Pressure, 

Black Dial: Pipe Pressure) 

For the Canadians 

UP Business Car Interior 

https://lasvegastrainworld.com/
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Cabooses 

https://lasvegastrainworld.com/
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Box Cars 

https://lasvegastrainworld.com/
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Other Freight 

https://lasvegastrainworld.com/
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SP Sugar Beet Car 

https://lasvegastrainworld.com/
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Maintenance of Way Eqpt 

Speeder Motor Compartment 

https://lasvegastrainworld.com/
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Detail Parts and Components 

https://lasvegastrainworld.com/
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Track Components and Sheds 

Scale House or Car Knocker Shed? 

Interesting Model Project 

Interior 

https://lasvegastrainworld.com/
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UP Main 

UP Firefighting Train 

https://lasvegastrainworld.com/

